A rare course of Whipple's disease with atypical cardiac manifestation.
Whipple's disease (WD) is a rare disorder caused by the gram-positive actinomycete Tropheryma whippelii (1). An oral route of acquisition is presumed (2). WD is a chronic systemic infection morphologically characterized by foamy PAS-positive macrophages. This case report depicts the diagnosis and clinical management of a woman who presented with atypical cardial manifestations of WD and died from severe cardiac impairment by Tropheryma whippelii which was confirmed by polymerase chain reaction. Histological assessment of myocardial specimens obtained at autopsy showed PAS-positive macrophages accumulating within foci of interstitial myocardial fibrosis. Immunohistochemical staining demonstrated myocarditis with lymphocytes and neutrophilic granulocytes, which has not been reported so far in the course of WD.